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Remarks 

Claims 56-81 are pending. Claims 1-55 have been canceled. Claims 56-81 have been 
added. Support for new claims 56-80 appears throughout the specification and, in particular, as 
follows: 
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All previously pending claims have been canceled and new claims 56-81 have been added 
to better encompass the full scope and breadth of the invention. New independent claim 56 is 
directed to a water dispersible finishing composition comprising a urethane and a stainblocker, 
wherein the urethane comprises the reaction of a polyisocyanate, a long chain alcohol, and a 
polyethylene oxide containing at least one hydroxy group, and the urethane has a weighted 



PAGE m* RCVD AT 2/24/2004 4:47:52 PM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1I2' DNIS:8729306 4 CSID:6517364517 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-10 



3M 

Application No.: 09/728837 



© 6517364517 



G2/24/04 15:46 0 : 08/08 NO: 684 
Case No.: 562O8US002 



average hydrophilic / lipophilic balance (HLB) ranging from about 1 to about 11. None of the 
cited references discloses, teaches, or suggests a finishing compound as defined in new independent 
claim 56. 

More specifically, none of Tetenbaum ct al. (US 4,499,233), Kim (US 4,180,491), or 
Sugawara et al. (US 4,240,943) disclose, teach or suggest, whether taken alone or in combination, a 
finishing composition comprising a urethane and a stainblocker, wherein the urethane comprises 
the reaction of a polyisocyanate, a long chain alcohol, and a polyethylene oxide containing at 
least one hydroxy group, and the urethane has a weighted average hydrophilic / lipophilic balance 
(HLB) ranging from about 1 to about 1 1 . Nor would there be any reason to modify or combine 
the references with each other or with other references in a manner that would be necessary to meet 
the present invention as defined in new independent claim 56. 

Accordingly, independent claim 56 is believed to be patentable over the cited references. 
The remaining dependent claims, as depending from allowable claims, are also deemed to be in 
condition for allowance. 

In view of the above, it is submitted that the application is in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration of the application is requested* 
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